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Extracted from Book of Coffin plates, lettered by Edward G. Sass. 
' August 31, 1827, Matthew Irvine, M.D. (aged) 70.' 

Extracted from records of Probate Court, Charleston County. 
' I will and bequeath all that I may die possessed of, wholly to my wife 
Mary, hereby revoking all former wills which may have been executed, this 
day November 20, 1816. 

M. IRVINE, [seal] 
Witness : 

Wh. Warley, 
W. H. Simons, 
Benj. Huger. 

Proved before Jas. D. Mitchell, C. C. T. D., October 6, 1827.' 
The above is the entire will and record. W. G. De S." 



SIR EDMUND PLOWDEN IN THE FLEET. 

BY REV. EDWARD D. NEILL. 

A recent examination of the calendars of British State 
papers during the reign of Charles the First, famishes some 
facts relative to the career of Sir Edmund Plowden, just 
before he left England for Virginia, which will not be inap- 
propriate as an appendix to the notice of this knight errant 
which has appeared on p. 206 of this vol. of the Magazine. 

In the calendar for A. D. 1635, is a " Brief in a cause in 
the High Commission Court between Mabel Plowden, daugh- 
ter and heir of Peter Mariner of Wansted Hants, against Sir 
Edmund Plowden, her husband. On her marriage, she brought 
Sir Edmund Plowden an estate of £300 per annum in land. 
Of late, upon her refusal to sell the same, he had used her 
with excessive cruelty, so that she could no longer cohabit 
with him. Preparing a petition to the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, he decided that her complaints should be heard before 
the High Commissioners, who condemned her husband in 
expenses of suit and alimony. She subsequently returned to 
her house, Sir Edmund giving bond not to use any cruelty 
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toward her, whereupon Sir Heury Marten signed a dismissal 
of the cause, being weary of the trouble, and Sir Edmund 
counterfeiting conformity in religion. Sir Edmund has since 
treated her with the same cruelty as before, wherefore it is 
desired that the cause may proceed." 

On the 23d of March, 1638-39, Dame Mabel writes to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury that "the Court of High Com- 
mission at final hearing of the cause between petitioner and 
her husband, ordered that Sir Edmund should give bond for 
the performance of the order and sentence before he should 
be enlarged out of the messenger's custody. 

Notwithstanding the said order given your messenger has 
suffered him to have his liberty." She further prays that 
"Wragg, the messenger, may give account of his prisoner. 

On the 11th of November, 1639, " The Court being in- 
formed that Sir Edmund Plowden still persisted in his con- 
tempt against the orders of this Court for his wife's alimony, 
decreed an intimation of £50 to issue out against him, to be 
certified into the exchequer, in case he submits not, by the 
next day. "Whereupon the counsel for Lady Plowden moved 
the Court that the bond in 500 Marks forfeited by Sir Edmund 
to the King might be assigned to her maintenance, she being 
destitute of all alimony through her husband's obstinate lying 
in prison." 

On the 23d of January, 1639-40, Sir Edmund Plowden's 
petition was read to the High Commission Court, " desiring 
that on deposit of £100 towards his wife's cost of suits and 
alimony, and giving bond for performance of the rest of the 
sentence, that he might be enlarged, but the Court considering 
his many contempts of their orders, ordered him fully to obey 
the sentence of the Court before he be enlarged." As late as 
the 7th of May, 1640, he was lying a prisoner in the Eleet. 

About the close of the year 1641 he came to America, and 
after remaining seven years he returned to England. Why 
he stayed just seven years cannot as yet be shown. 



